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Ladies and gentlemen welcome to the Sunninghill Community Annual General Meeting.   It is an honour for 
me to communicate with you once again, albeit in a different way. We will share with you the actions and 
initiatives we have embarked upon so far, and will ask you to support the company’s prospects and future 
plans.  
 
Sunninghill Community Ratepayers Association is a registered Section 21 (non-profit) company initiated by 
the residents and businesses of the suburb of Sunninghill some 22 years ago.  We started as a very small 
Ratepayers Association and have grown into a strong pro-active Ratepayers Association.  It exists for the 
benefit of those who live in the area, work in the area or are otherwise invested in the area.  We aim to 
ensure that it is a safe, convenient and beautiful suburb to live and work in and one that retains its value.  
We have created paved walkways, gardens and parks, successfully had streetlights installed, filled 
potholes, planted over 3 thousand trees which are a legacy for future generations.  Our security 
infrastructure is state of the art and I challenge you to find another suburb that can match us in this.  We 
will go into each of these areas in more detail in our operational and security report. 
 
Without a doubt, Covid-19 has dominated the world stage and arguably had a greater impact on all of us 
than any other single event since World War II. The long-term effects are still to be quantified, and there is 
no doubt that economic hardship wreaked on businesses, our residents and employees are going to be felt 
for many years to come.  In addition to this, we as ratepayers do not always get value for money and are 
often let down by our municipalities.  We hear far too often that our authorities have neither the budget 
nor the staff to address issues adequately and yet our taxes keep going up. This has certainly been the case 
in the past few years, with the exception possibly of City Parks and Zoo.  The objective of Suncomm is to 
effectively hold municipalities accountable to ensure our members receive value for money.  
Accountability is a cornerstone of our democratic dispensation and we hold it dear.  Every citizen has the 
right to own property and to live in a safe society without fear of crime and grime.  WE believe in working 
hand in hand with municipalities and our Ward Councillors, but reserve the right to fight and this we have 
certainly had to do of late and have done so when it is apparent that we the ratepayers are indirectly 
paying for poor delivery. There are many examples of this.   
 
Given the above I would like to approach this report quite differently and talk about our achievements, 
over the past year, what makes us a flagship to many other areas.  I am really pleased that our 
performance and actions over this difficult period set the standards for other suburbs. Our decisions have 
been measured, well tested and balanced.  
 
With the onset of this nightmare called Covid we had to make some hard decisions and predictions.  How 
could we do this when no-one could predict what was to come?  As our first concern above all else is our 
businesses and residents, we made the decision to not put through a levy increase in the 2020/21 financial 
year.   It was not an easy thing to do, especially as a non-profit association and we did this with the 
realization that this could have serious consequences for us as a viable and strong body.   We looked at our 
finances and all agreed that we would try as much as possible to sustain our 3 main pillars of our business 
case:   improved infrastructure, beautification and safety.   But that should we have to cut back on these, 
security had to remain the number one priority.  We had to do some serious negotiations with our many 
service providers, our staff and by and large were fairly successful.   We adopted an attitude of “doing our 
bit to fight this pandemic, here in Sunninghill and in Jhb”    Fundraising initiatives were implemented for 
PPE during a time when our frontline medical personal were not being adequately protected.  Close on R40 
000 worth of K95 masks were donated to charlotte Maxeke Hospital nurses working with Covid patients.    
R65 000 plus was collected to help feed those in distress in our suburb.   This included the homeless and 
some of our residents who were battling to put food on the table for their families.   None of this money 
came from any residents levy contributions to us but from generous caring residents and businesses who 

 



donated to funds specifically created for this.   Successful blood drives with the South African Blood serves 
where record amounts of blood units were collected in one suburb over a two day period.   This project we 
continue supporting.   We also had to step in and assist certain of our members who were battling 
financially by given those who met the criteria, were in good standing and loyal members, who wanted to 
keep contributing towards our suburb, reduced levies or levy holidays for a period of time until they were 
once again back on their feet.   Each of these businesses and residents came back to us and are once again 
contributing as promised.    We are not a business we are a Ratepayers Association and as such we do 
everything in our power to look after and support our family, the family we call Sunninghill Community. 
 
Our plans for the future are many.  How many of these we will be able to realise in the not too distant 
future remains to be seen.   We are actively planning and working at uplifting what was traditionally 
referred to as our business node.  This will benefit the entire Sunninghill.  Our negotiations with 
commercial property owners and residents and residential developers are bearing fruit.  Bruce will go into 
more details on the operational side as will I on the security side.   I would now like to close off by 
mentioning once again that a strong membership base will strengthen the organisation and with this will 
strengthen our voice when dealing with authorities and enable to us to realise our vision of a safe, 
convenient and beautiful suburb to live and work in.  We urge you to continue giving us your support and 
we ask that in addition you help promote the often thankless jobs we do by assisting us in growing this 
very important membership, our voice.  
 
To all our members – I once again express my sincerest appreciation for your confidence in us. Without you 
it would be impossible to continue the work we are doing. Last but not least, all our sponsors – as we 
continue along the road, I plead that you would continue to support us to enhance the potential of this 
suburb.  I would also like to thank my Executive Management for their dedicated and efforts over the past 
year. 
 
Linda Gildenhuys 
Chair 
Sunninghill Community Ratepayers Association 
Working for you. 
 
 

 

 


